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This week’s feature: Dave and Carol Novotny 
 

 
 

Dave and Carol Novotny have been life-long Northeast Ohioans. Dave was born and raised in the 

Old Brooklyn area. He graduated from high school in 1969. He then attended Cuyahoga Community 

College. After college he went to work for the Cleveland Electric Co. and was there for 30 years. 

When Ohio Edison bought Cleveland Electric many of the Cleveland Electric employees, including 

Dave, were pushed out. He then became a courier for the airlines, including American, US Air, and 

Continental. Dave then worked for Midwest Direct as Quality Control Manager. He eventually 

retired after another six years. 
 

Carol was raised in the West Park area and graduated from John Marshall High. She worked for the 

Illuminating Co. as well. She started part time as a Co-Op student in 1967. Carol retired in 2010 

after working her entire career for this one company. They lived for 10 years in the Akron/Canton 

area before moving back to the Cleveland area and locating in Elyria in a new development. 
 

Carol says that they visited a lot of Lutheran Churches and settled on Prince of Peace because it was 

very active musically. They joined the choir right away. They were also drawn by Pastor Bishop’s 

bible studies and sermons. They are members of the Caring Connections, visiting members who 

can’t get to church. And for the past three years, they’ve facilitated a weekly bible study at the 

Arden Court Assisted Living facility right across the street from Prince of Peace. 
 

In 2012 they took a three week trip out west, and two years ago they traveled to the Holy Land. For 

years their passion was sailing, but found they were spending more time with their children and 

grandkids, so they sold their boat. This is a second marriage for both, and they have a combined five 

children and now 12 grandchildren. They love them all. Dave says they do break away to take rides 

on their Can Am, a three-wheel motor cycle. They decided to go to the safer three-wheel machine 

after they spilled their motor cycle a number of years ago. When people ask how long they have 

been married, they like to answer, “Not long enough!” They say of their relationship that they are 

lovers, partners and best friends. I enjoyed speaking with both Carol and Dave, as I always do. I 

believe these folks are truly Young at Heart Christians who have a passion for life.  
 

By Dick Hardy, Profile Reporter 


