
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. 
This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses

through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us 
through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism 

is for the sake of the whole world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE VIDEO   A Prayer For Lent

GATHERING SONG   This I Believe

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Barb Fronczak

Let us pray: O God, we sometimes hate it when the rain or snow comes pouring down, with black clouds piled up  high and the
roof gutters overflowing or forming icicles that hang down. We find it especially difficult  this year, since we are more home-
bound and isolated. 

But when the rain or snow stops and the sun shines, and through the window we see a rainbow  stretched across the sky, our
spirits lighten and we are comforted. We remember that when Noah and  his family stepped out of the ark to find a ruined
earth You placed a rainbow in their sky, as a sign that  You had not forsaken them and would never break Your covenant with
the world. 

Lord, we needed that rainbow, need it now more than ever. At times we find it hard to hold on to our  hopes for ourselves, for
members of our family, or for the world where bad things can and do happen.  Help us when we are depressed and feel
hopeless to see the rainbow as Your sign of hope. Raise our  spirits within us, help us to do our part, and when we have done it
leave the future with You. Help  those who are in government positions to honor their commitments to serve our nation and to
do so  wisely and with honesty and courage. Help our healthcare workers to stay strong, as they work  tirelessly to help the
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sick. Help our teachers to continue to educate our children in a time when things  are so very different. Help those who are
suffering physically, mentally, or spiritually, especially those  listed on our prayer concerns and those we name in our hearts,
to be comforted and healed.

We do not expect a trouble-free life any more than we expect a rainless/snowless winter or a cloudless  summer. But in our
heart of hearts we know that You are faithful and will never abandon us, those we  love, or the world around and beyond us.
Help those who feel alone, our military serving us away from home and their families, those who have fled their countries
because of oppression, and therefore feel  the weight of depression or isolation to feel the comfort of Your presence. 

Give us the patience and courage to carry on. Daily replenish our stores of faith and love and hope, so  that no new trial or
challenge may overwhelm us. We thank You for Pastor Tom and his guidance. We  look forward to welcoming Pastor Charlie
and beginning a new chapter in our church. We thank You  for our wonderful musicians who bring beautiful music and
singing to our worship services and for all  those who help make our worship services meaningful. May our lives be a rainbow
sign to others  around us who might also be tempted to lose hope.  

God of wilderness and water, Your Son was baptized and tempted as we are. Guide us through this  season, not that we may
avoid struggle, but that we will see it as an opportunity and a blessing, through the cleansing depths of repentance and the
heaven-rending words of the Spirit. We ask this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9: 8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you,
as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of
a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds,
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

GOSPEL:  Mark 1: 9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now
after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

SERMON  Pr. Thomas Henderson

OFFERING TIME
As a community, we are grateful for one another’s loving support, as we continue to maintain our property, our financial
commitments to our staff, and our mission to the broader community.  You are invited to take time either right now
or after today’s service to send your check to the church or to make your offering online. 

OFFERTORY SONG   Revelation Song

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in
this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.  

https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
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HOLY COMMUNION

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
        hallowed be your name,
        your kingdom come,
        your will be done,
               on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
        as we forgive those
               who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
        and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
        and the glory are yours,
        now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG   All Who Are Thirsty

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of
your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

CLOSING BLESSING and CHARGE

SENDING SONG    Days of Elijah

POSTLUDE  

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Presiding Minister:                                           Pr. Thomas Henderson                                      
Prayers:                                                             Barb Fronczak                                      
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Sound Technician:                                            Ben Ubienski 
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CREDITS
Music is reproduced under copyright license CCLI # 1002271.  This I Believe (CCLI #7018338), Revelation Song  (CCLI #4447960), All Who
Are Thirsty  (CCLI #2489542), Days of Elijah  (CCLI #1537904), This I Believe, Sue Hesse & Rusty Blakeslee on vocals, Dave Lamar on
drums, Cindy Strieter on keyboard and vocals, Ben Ubienski Synth, Bass; Revelation Song, Tom & Judy Splawski on vocals, Dave Lamar on
drums, Cindy Strieter on keyboard and vocals, Ben Ubienski bass; All Who Are Thirsty, Sue Hesse & Rusty Blakeslee on vocals, Dave Lamar
on drums, Cindy Strieter on keyboard and vocals, Ben Ubienski bass; Days of Elijah, Tom & Judy Splawski on vocals, Dave Lamar on drums,
Cindy Strieter on keyboard & vocals, Ben Ubienski brass.


