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This week’s feature: Dave and Laurel Covell 

 

 

 

Dave and Laurel have been members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church for 18 years. They were 

married at St. Paul Lutheran church in Berea. They joined Prince of Peace because they loved the 

contemporary service, and they found out that Laurel’s brother, Dale, and his wife, Ruth, were new 

members. Laurel is a life-long Lutheran. She was born in Cleveland and grew up in Brook Park. Her 

parents, although they met in the USA, were both born in Denmark. Dave and Laurel like to say that 

she was, “Made in America, but with Danish parts.” Her mother was a nurse and her father was a 

teacher and a carpenter. Her dad built their house near the Metro Parks. Her dad was a long time 

member of the Danish Brotherhood, a fraternal organization, and her mom was a member of the 

Danish Sisterhood, a social and financial organization for Danish women similar to its male 

counterpart. Laurel is the oldest of three children, one brother and one sister.  

 

Dave was born in Niagara Falls, NY but grew up in North Olmsted, Ohio. His mother emigrated from 

England and traveled to America on the last boat before WWII started. His father worked for Union 

Carbide for many years. Dave was the youngest of six children, two brothers and three sisters. His 

mother was catholic and insisted that the boys all attend St. Edward High School and the girls 

attend Magnificat High School. 

 

Dave and Laurel met while attending Bowling Green State University. The mascot for the BGSU 

sports teams is the Falcon and that makes Dave and Laurel “Falcon Flames”. Laurel’s degree is in 

Elementary Education and she taught preschool and the early grades. After college, Dave worked in 

the Public Health field. He returned to school at The Ohio State University and earned a Master’s 

degree in Public Health. Dave has been in this field for 31 years, the last six years as Health 

Commissioner for Lorain County.  

 



Dave and Laurel have two children. Their son Jonathan is 22. He graduated from Kent State 

University and is now working on his Doctorate in Physical Therapy at Cleveland State University. 

Their daughter Elise is 20 years old and a junior at Bowling Green State University majoring in pre-

med.  

 

Both Dave and Laurel are very active members at Prince of Peace. Laurel has taught both Sunday 

School and Vacation Bible School, has been involved in the Moms and Tots Group and now is 

involved in Sisters in Spirit. Dave has been on the Church Council, serving as President for two 

terms. He is currently helping lead the Adult Interact Class, involved with Buds and Suds, OMNI and 

the Youth and Family Committee.  

 

Laurel is involved in yoga and enjoys photography and scrapbooking. Dave is a runner and plays 

basketball. He also enjoys cooking. They both love to travel and hike with the family. They have 

been on many memorable hikes, including climbs in the mountains of Germany and Hawaii. When 

asked the question what most folks at Prince of Peace don’t know about them, Laurel said that she 

was a synchronized swimmer in high school. Dave mentioned that he was very shy as a youngster. I 

will let him tell you the story about the embarrassment of once having to wear his sister’s 

underwear. What a wonderful, bright and talented family.  We are so fortunate to have them with us 

at Prince of Peace. 

 

By Dick Hardy, Profile Reporter  


