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This week’s feature: Dave and Jan Saunders 

 

   
 

 
Dave and Jan met while at Purdue University in Indiana. They were both volunteering in student 

government during their junior years. Jan graduated with a degree in Art Education, and Dave 

graduated with a degree in Management. While Dave was born in Lakewood, Ohio and grew up in 

Avon Lake, Jan was born and grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana. Interestingly, both are the 

youngest of three children, having both an older brother and an older sister.  

 

After college, Jan taught back at her old high school for 6 months before they were married. Dave 

took a job with Kraft Company in food service in Houston, Texas, and they moved to the Lone Star 

State. After a year, Dave was transferred to Atlanta, Georgia. Thirteen months later he was 

transferred to Indianapolis, Indiana for six months, then to the village of Grays Lake just north 

west of Chicago.  This is where their first two children, Emily and Lee were born. After five years 

they were transferred to the Twin Cities area in Minnesota, where their third child, Evan, was 

born. Seven years later they decided to return to the Cleveland area. Because they were moving 

so much Jan’s career had to adapt – teaching, working at a bank, and finally while in Illinois, 

starting her own art business, JMS Artistic Dimensions. Initially the business was designing ad 

layouts and business cards in the Chicago area, In Minnesota her work evolved into painting 

custom designs onto clothes. They eventually moved back to the Cleveland area, where Dave 

worked for Manco/Duct Tape, which was soon acquired by Henkel. Several years later Henkel 

decided to move his position to Germany, but not with Dave. At that time he started his own 

consulting company. He is presently employed by Ultra Consultants, and the move to Cleveland 

had Jan changing her business to a new dimension of art, painting residential and commercial 

murals and faux finishing.  

 



Jan and Dave have three children. Emily, their oldest, is an amazing young lady. She just turned 

32 and is a 27 year brain cancer survivor. Emily works at the North Olmsted Giant Eagle. She 

loves music and is taking piano lessons. She loves to read and bike. She is active at Prince of 

Peace helping with Sunday School and with communion at the 9:00 am service. Lee is 29 years 

old and has been married for 5 years. He has two girls, Lilly age 3 and Ellie age 1. He lives in 

Olmsted Falls with his wife and family. He is a Civil Engineer and works in the Coal Combustion 

Residuals Group at Haley and Aldrich. Their youngest is Evan, age 23, who just graduated from 

the University of Cincinnati with a degree in Electrical Engineering. He is an account manager for 

Beckett Gas in North Ridgeville. Evan loves his guitars and occasionally plays the bass and the 

drums at the contemporary service.  

 

Dave enjoys golfing, cooking, baking and reading.  Jan loves music, keeping fit by running, cooking 

and traveling. Besides being quite musical and artistic, Jan says that she is very sentimental, not 

wanting to part with things that have special meaning in the life of her family. Although neither is 

a life-long Lutheran they are both very active at Prince of Peace. Dave is currently the Church 

Council President. Before they had even joined Prince of Peace, Jan was making packets for new 

members and writing the newsletter. The picture above the fireplace in the church narthex was 

painted by Jan. Not everyone knows that Jan painted a picture of a small biplane with the initials 

BR for Brett Rizzo, who was our assistant pastor 18 years ago and had just gotten his pilot’s 

license. Look for that biplane next to the bible verse at the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. Also 

look for Jan and Dave and the family and say hello. They are wonderful people.  

 

By Dick Hardy, Profile Reporter  
 


