
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine 
and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.

Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food 
to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE VIDEO  Water

GATHERING SONG   Lamb of God

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen
of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran
up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this: 
"Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his
humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
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SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into
the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify
that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this:
that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We
love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Barb Fronczak
Let us pray,  (The response to: Lord, in your mercy is hear our prayer.)

Most gracious God, we come before you today unworthy of your love and forgiveness. We confess there are things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Yet we know that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Because of your Son
who died for us, we know that our sins are forgiven and our guilt is removed. For this we offer our thanks and praise.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

And so, Lord Jesus Christ, we worship you this day and praise you as the Lamb of God who was willing to be like a sheep led
to the slaughter, to suffer humiliation and be denied justice on our behalf. We thank you for laying down your life for us, and
for the gift of eternal life we have received in your name. We thank you that we are able to gather together and worship as a
congregation, to sing your praises, to have Pastor Charlie here with us. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, you came as a sacrifice for our sin. Give us faith to accept this act of love, so that we turn from all human efforts
and drink in the atoning righteousness of your death and resurrection. Help us to love all peoples as you love us, to treat
each other with respect, and to be caring of the animals and the environment you gave to us. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, you are the true vine and we are the branches. By your Spirit, produce the fruit of love, joy, peace, and patience
in us for others to taste and enjoy. Keep us from hanging on to love for ourselves. Prune all selfishness from us and fill us
with your love. Help us to take our faith to the streets through our words and actions, so that we may be a living example of
your love to our communities, our nation and our world. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, have mercy on your earth and supply its needs. Where people are hungry, give food. Where people are in
distress, comfort them. Where people are in trouble, bring order and peace. And turn the whole world to you in faith,
repentance and praise. Help us to do our part in making this happen. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, focus our love on people we know with special needs. Heal those who are unwell especially Paul, James
Braun Sr., the family of Carl Grispino, Marie Piotrowski, Emily Saunders, the family of Lance Thickpenny, those on our long
term prayer concerns and others in need whom we now name silently in our hearts (brief silence). 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for hearing us and caring for us in all our needs. Constantly intercede for us before our heavenly
Father, and open our eyes that we may see him through you. We ask all this in your holy name, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.
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CHILDREN'S SERMON

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

SERMON  Pr. Charlie Woodward

OFFERING TIME
As a community, we are grateful for one another’s loving support, as we continue to maintain our property, our financial
commitments to our staff, and our mission to the broader community.  You are invited to take time either right now
or after today’s service to send your check to the church or to make your offering online. 

OFFERTORY SONG   Here by the Water

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
      creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
      born of the virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried;
      he descended to the dead.
      On the third day he rose again;   
      he ascended into heaven,
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
      the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints,
      the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body,
      and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us
in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
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COMMUNION SONG   All Who Are Thirsty

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the
bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  
Amen.

CLOSING BLESSING and CHARGE

SENDING SONG    Wade In the Water

POSTLUDE   

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Presiding Minister:                                           Pr. Charlie Woodward                            
Prayers:                                                             Barb Fronczak                                   
Reading:                                                            Cindy Streiter
Dismissal:                                                          Dan & Gail Pogue 
Greeters:                                                            Len Skulina 
Ushers:                                                               Judy Kazak 
Video Editor:                                                     Ian Faleer
Sound Technician:                                            Ben Ubienski 
Computer Operator:                                         Jerry Ackerman
Altar Guild:                                                        Dineen Terstage, Jann Daniels
 
CREDITS
Music is reproduced under copyright license CCLI # 1002271. Lamb of God (CCLI #16787), Here by the Water (CCLI #5855726), All Who
Are Thirsty (CCLI #2489542), Wade in the Water (CCLI #6208585)

HOLY COMMUNION

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
        hallowed be your name,
        your kingdom come,
        your will be done,
               on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
        as we forgive those
               who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
        and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
        and the glory are yours,
        now and forever. Amen.


