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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2020 ~ 10:00 am
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday

images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE VIDEO  Mustard Seed

GATHERING SONG  Come As You Are

GATHERING PRAYER

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Barb Fronczak

Heavenly Father, we thank You for considering us Your treasured possessions, a people made holy through Jesus’ death and
resurrection. We know that we often fall short of Your hopes for us but we ask You not to give up on us, but rather that Your
Spirit will help us in our weakness to strive for what is good, to see the true value of things rather than to build up worthless
treasures, that we will come to be Your righteous. 

We ask that you would help us to be humble in our interactions with other human beings, treating them with respect, that
our leaders in this country and around the world would govern as You would, helping to bring peace, freedom and liberty to
all those they govern. As we look to elections help us to choose the leaders who will help bring this about in our world. We
thank You for all those men and women who serve our country, who put themselves in harm’s way to minister to the ill, who
serve our needs through the work they do. We also ask You to bring comfort to those not yet able to return to work. 

Right now, Heavenly Father our world is going through some difficult times: the Covid-19 pandemic, protests - some
peaceful, some not; people looking to remove pieces of our history for good or not so good reasons, unemployment,
environmental issues, and our own personal struggles. Help us to put our trust in You. You are in control. Help us to bring
good out of bad situations. Help us to see clearly what the right action to take is, that will help to bring about reconciliation
in our country and peace in our world and then help us to take that action. Because we know that all things work together for
good, for those who love You, who are called according to Your purpose. 

We thank You for the faith You have given us, that You love us even though we do not always deserve it, that it is because of
You and not because of our works, that we are saved. We pray for those who do not have faith, that You might use us as
witnesses to share the Gospel with them. 
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We pray, that just like that small mustard seed, our faith will grow to a maturity that will cause others to see it and be drawn
to us and our church community. During this time of social distancing strengthen our faith, that no matter the circumstances
nothing will separate our church community from Your love. Help us use our thoughts and actions to turn the wickedness in
some people's hearts to love of You and their fellow men, that we would see not only ourselves but all people as Your
treasured possessions, moving beyond our differences and embracing our shared humanity.

We are so grateful to be able to be here in Your house this morning. We miss those who are not physically with us. We hold
them in our hearts and pray for them, for those physically, mentally and emotionally ill, for those in need, for the hungry
and the homeless, for those on our long term prayer list, and those we hold in our hearts. 

Heavenly Father, We love You. We need You. We thank You. Amen.

FIRST READING: Romans 8:26-39
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs
too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who
are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31What then are we to say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not
with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

CHILDREN’S TIME   

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”  44“The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw
out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  51“Have you understood all this?”
They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

SERMON  Sinners in the Hands of a Gracious God

OFFERING TIME
As a community, we are grateful for one another’s loving support, as we continue to maintain our property, our financial
commitments to our staff, and our mission to the broader community.  You are invited to take time either right now
or after today’s service to send your check to the church or to make your offering online. 

OFFERTORY SONG  Song of Love

HOLY COMMUNION 

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS

https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen.

COMMUNION SONG   If You Believe, composed by Jim Brickman and offered by Joan Drobnak

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.

CLOSING

BLESSING and CHARGE

POSTLUDE  I Could Sing of Your Love Forever

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Presiding Minister:                            Rev. Thomas Henderson
Prayers and Reading:                        Barb Fronczak
Cantor & Video Editor:                      Ian Faleer
Ushers:                                               Pam Ventimiglia Family
Sound Technician                             
and Video Operator:                           Ben Ubienski      
Altar Guild:                                         Dineen Terstage

 
 
CREDITS: 
Come As You Are (CCLI 7017790), Song of Love (CCLI 7147333), I Could Sing of Your Love Forever (CCLI 1043199)


