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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2020 ~ 10:00 am
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both 
grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. 

Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, 
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE   Meditation on "This is My Father's World", Mark Hayes
  
GATHERING HYMN  O God,  My Faithful God   ELW #806

1     O God, my faithful God,
        true fountain ever flowing,
        without whom nothing is,
        all perfect gifts bestowing:
        give me a healthy frame,
        and may I have within
        a conscience free from blame,
        a soul unstained by sin.
 

2     Give me the strength to do
        with ready heart and willing
        whatever you command,
        my calling here fulfilling--
        to do it when I ought,
        with all my might--and bless
        whatever I have wrought,
        for you must give success.
 

3     Keep me from saying words
        that later need recalling;
        guard me, lest idle speech
        may from my lips be falling;
        but when, within my place,
        I must and ought to speak,
        then to my words give grace,
        lest I offend the weak.
 

4     When dangers gather round,
        oh, keep me calm and fearless;
        help me to bear the cross
        when life seems dark and cheerless;
        help me, as you have taught,
        to love both great and small,
        and, by your Spirit's might,
        to live at peace with all.
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth



GREETING
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C      And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P    Let us pray.  Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C    Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
R    A Reading from Isaiah.
6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me
there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced
from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of
old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.
R   Word of God, word of life.
C    Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S TIME   

GOSPEL VERSE:  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  (A congregational favorite)

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P    The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C    Glory to you, O Lord.

 24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good
seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went
away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
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36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
P    The gospel of the Lord.
C    Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  Parable of the Weeds and Wheat

HYMN OF THE DAY   Seed, Scattered and Sown

Refrain:
Seed, scattered and sown; wheat, gathered and grown;
bread, broken and shared as one, the Living Bread of God.
Vine, fruit of the land; wine, work of our hands;
one cup that is shared by all; the Living Bread of God.
 

1. Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord:
    Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ outpoured?  Refrain
 

2. The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die.
    The seed within good ground will flower and have life.   Refrain
 

3.  As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown,
     so may the church of God be gathered into one.   Refrain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The congregation responds to prayer petitions as indicated here.
A    Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit…that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your
mercy,
C   hear our prayer. 
 

Concluding petition: 
P    In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C   Amen

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING TIME
As a community, we are grateful for one another’s loving support, as we continue to maintain our property, our financial
commitments to our staff, and our mission to the broader community.  You are invited to take time either right now
or after today’s service to send your check to the church or to make your offering online. 

OFFERTORY SONG  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus, Paul Manz

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A    God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine
and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
C    Amen.

https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations


GREAT THANKSGIVING
P    The Lord be with you.  
C    And also with you.
P    Lift up your hearts.
C    We lift them to the Lord.
P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE PRAYER
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. He revealed himself to us in his teaching from a mountaintop, as he told
us what it means to be blessed. Humbled and empowered by his words, we gather to follow and to serve. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

PREFACE SONG

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Holy, mighty, merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we
share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name,
   your kingdom come,
   your will be done,
   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
forgive us our sins   
as we forgive those
   who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
   and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,
   now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P   Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

COMMUNION SONG

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A    God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence
among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through
Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
C     Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING 
P    Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus,
the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  ELW #802

1       Let us ever walk with Jesus,
        follow his example pure,
        through a world that would deceive us
        and to sin our spirits lure.
        Onward in his footsteps treading,
        trav'lers here, our home above,
        full of faith and hope and love,
        let us do our Savior's bidding.
        Faithful Lord, with me abide;
        I shall follow where you guide.
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2     Let us suffer here with Jesus,
        and with patience bear our cross.
        Joy will follow all our sadness;
        where he is there is no loss.
        Though today we sow no laughter,
        we shall reap celestial joy:         
        all discomforts that annoy
        shall give way to mirth hereafter.
        Jesus, here I share your woe;
        help me there your joy to know.



3     Let us gladly die with Jesus.
        Since by death he conquered death,
        he will free us from destruction,
        give to us immortal breath.
        Let us mortify all passion
        that would lead us into sin;
        and the grave that shuts us in
        shall but prove the gate of heaven.
        Jesus, here with you I die,
        there to live with you on high.
 
4     Let us also live with Jesus.
        He has risen from the dead
        that to life we may awaken.
        Jesus, you are now our head,
        we are your own living members;
        where you live, there we shall be
        in your presence constantly,
        living there with you forever.
        Jesus, let me faithful be;
        life eternal grant to me.

DISMISSAL
A   Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE   Little Prelude and Fugue in G major,  J. S. Bach
A cheerful and rhythmic piece to send us on our way.

CREDITS
Liturgical elements from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under license 
#SAS006688.  This is My Father's World,  arr. Mark Hayes © 2006 Lorenz Publishing, Streamed under OneLicense.net #A-735058
Lord, Let My Heart, Text and music Handt Hanson, © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church
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