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This week’s feature: Dick Hardy 

 

     

 
 

After writing 18 profiles throughout the summer about members and families of POP, 

several people have asked when I was going to write a profile about myself. Well here it is.  

 

There is really nothing special about me. I was born and raised in Chicago like millions of 

other people. After high school I attended Northern Illinois University and graduated with 

a degree in Chemistry. I followed up with a Masters in Chemistry from Roosevelt 

University. I started working for the Sherwin Williams Company in the research lab in 

Chicago. I found it fascinating, but most people would say that watching paint dry is quite 

dull. Then a wonderful thing happened; I met and fell in love with the most beautiful 

person, the love of my life, Ilene. It was actually a blind date, set up by my aunt who 

worked with Ilene as an English teacher. To this day, I still can’t believe that this smart, 

pretty, and very athletic gal actually liked me, a true nerd. 

 

I worked at Sherwin Williams for 22 years in various cities and jobs. After being a Vice 

President for about 10 years, I thought, well, I can do this for myself, and I resigned. I 

bought the XIM Paint Company, which not many people had heard about, and for the next 

25 years worked at changing and building it up. I fulfilled a dream of being my own boss, 

but being an entrepreneur is a lot harder and more frightening than I ever could have 

imagined. Eventually I sold the company, and I am now retired. Ilene and I were married 

for 48 years. Sadly, Ilene passed away last year after a long 2½ year battle with Leukemia.  

 

Most of my family is gone, so I keep in touch with Ilene’s family, and share my days with 

my rescue dog, Petey. I believe they call them rescue dogs, because they rescue us, which 



was certainly true in my case. Petey and I love to go on long walks and car rides together. 

When we are in our winter home in Tucson, AZ we take the Jeep into the desert ravines, 

dry river beds, and up into the mountains. Petey is always with me, and he rides shotgun. 

We also love to read. I usually have 3-4 books going at any one time, and Petey, well, he 

reads the newspaper. Yes, dogs can read. How do I know, you ask? Last year he passed the 

Iowa Silent Reading Test, and on Sunday mornings he keeps looking at the newspaper for 

long periods of time while moving his lips. Yes, some dogs have lips.  

 

I also keep busy by helping with the finances at church, working one day a week at Habitat 

for Humanity, being on the board for the Cleveland Metro Area of the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes, and participating in the Leadership Council for the University Hospitals 

Seidman Cancer Center. I also squeeze in time for some golf and tennis each week, but 

those have become harder and harder as I age. By the way, this aging thing does have 

some advantages, like senior discounts, for instance. But, the benefit of having more 

wisdom with age seems to have gone right passed me.  

 

Well, that’s it. I do thank those who have allowed me to write up their profiles. And I hope 

to get to the rest of you eventually. Who knows, maybe a Pulitzer is in my future. May the 

Lord continue to bless all of you. I know in my heart that the Lord has already blessed me 

and Petey, and for that we are thankful. 

 
By Dick Hardy, Profile Reporter  
 


