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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2020 ~ 10:00 am
 

INTRODUCTION*
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place
for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds
us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds
we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
 
PRELUDE  Fugue on “I know that My Redeemer Lives”, Michael Burkhardt
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

 
GREETING*
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Mark Givens
 
Together, let us approach God through prayer,  I invite you all to pray together with me. 
 
Abba Yahweh, 
 
You are the loving parent.  When we are young you give us others who love and care and teach.  As we grow you also give us
those we encounter so that we can practice showing love.  You provide faith in times of doubt.  You provide strength for the
faithful. You provide love in the face of fear.  You supply Grace for all! 
 
Today we give you thanks for newborns, for the recent and preparing graduates, for newly married and engaged, for decades
of happy marriages and for those near and far who celebrate.    
 
We give you thanks for playlists and podcasts, for hard copy, Kindle and Audible, for WiFi, Netflix, zoom, FaceTime,
Facebook, Messenger, Skype, YouTube and even Office365.  These technologies have enabled personal and group
connections.   Let us rejoice that when the people of god are gathered, you are with us.   
 
We pray for the governor, president and other elected and appointed officials that they have wisdom to make decisions for
the benefit & health of the people.  We pray for the homeless shelters, nursing homes, prisons and other groups living or
working in close spaces.   We pray for food processing facilities, farmers, ranchers and home Gardeners, that their efforts
and attention may continue to feed the people of the world.   
 
We pray for these educators known to our congregation:
Bev Braun, teacher
Michelle Goggin, teacher
Joan Drobnak, teacher
Shari Demby, teacher
Laurie Green, teacher
Diane Merhaut, media specialist at Scranton Elementary School 
Daniea Beard, teacher
Susan Worsencroft, teacher
Pam Ventimiglia, teacher
Ian Faleer, teacher
Sara Burdette, teacher  
Scott Goggin, Superintendent of Westlake Schools
Eric Fortuna, Principal – son of Diane and Pat Fortuna
Judy Fortuna, teacher – daughter-in-law of Diane and Pat Fortuna
 
For those on our recent and long term prayer lists we pray your will, healing and comfort.  Today, we name these:
Martha Nickel, nurse; Family of Monica (friend of Pr. Bishop), 
Ben Blakeslee (son of Mark and Rusty Blakeslee), 
Bruce Elfvin and family (friends of Pr. Robin), 
Pr. Kert Lauterbach,
Brother-in-law of Julie Marquard, 
Cindy Olen (sister-in-law of Terry MacKenzie), 
Matt Sprague (son of Phil and Pat Sprague), 
Marilyn Wingfield, Debbie Wood (aunt of Matt Wenham). 
 
Lord, guide us to know that church is not just a place but is a way of living and a group of people living in response to you. . 
 Help Prince of Peace and each of us be the solid rock of faith, the place of Holy Spirit, the place where many people, of
myriad gifts and talents, are seeking new places of faith, new experiences of grace, and performing actions of love. 
 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, prayer, preaching, and song.

 
FIRST READING: I Peter 2:2-10
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but
for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," 8 and "A stone
that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but
now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
 

Word of God.
Word of Life.
 
HYMN   I Know That My Redeemer Lives  (ELW 619)                     
 
1       I know that my Redeemer lives!
         What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
         He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
         he lives, my ever-living head!
 
3       He lives to grant me rich supply;
         he lives to guide me with his eye;
         he lives to comfort me when faint;
         he lives to hear my soul's complaint.
 
5       He lives to bless me with his love;
         he lives to plead for me above;
         he lives my hungry soul to feed;
         he lives to help in time of need.
 
7       He lives and grants me daily breath;
         he lives, and I shall conquer death;
         he lives my mansion to prepare;
         he lives to bring me safely there.
 
A TIME FOR THE CHILDREN   “On the Way”
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
 
GOSPEL READING  John 14:1-14
 

1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place
where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus
said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, 
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and we will be satisfied." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does
his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the
works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.
 
SERMON  “Here and Now"
 

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION*                                                                                              
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in praying for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.
 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually strengthen your church as it is sent
forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for our incoming interim pastor, The Rev. Tom Henderson, and
for this congregation as we continue in the process for calling a permanent pastor. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world you have made, including
volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that both destroy and create. We pray for those
who suffer the consequences of these forces, including the people of Puerto Rico.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations as they prepare places for those
seeking refuge and safety, including Lutheran Refugee and Immigration Services.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering,
ease their distress, and carry their burdens, especially all affected by COVID-19.   We pray for first responders, medical
personnel, educators, grocery and pharmacy workers, and all called to labor during this time.  We pray also for restaurant
and entertainment and barbershop and salon and other small business owners and employees, whose livelihood has been
decimated by the needed closure of public spaces.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for
families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we
remember all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died, especially those who have died alone and those who
mourn them. Give us faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

 
OFFERING TIME
As always, we hope that you are moved to contribute to the continued upkeep and staffing of our building and
congregation.  We are also delighted to tell you that with our Endowment Fund matching gift, we are making a contribution
of over $7,000.00 to Second Harvest, the Lorain County Foodbank.  What a sign of hope in God’s mission during these
times in which we all struggle, one way or another.
 
You are invited to take time after today’s service to send your usual or surprise checks to the church or to make your
offering online on our website.
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  Signs and Wonders  ELW 672
A fresh new text by a Lutheran author and musician paired with a favorite Advent carol.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION*
Jesus Christ is present to us through this holy meal.   

During this time of trial, you may prefer to fast from communion until the community can gather in person.  
Alternatively, you are invited to participate in your own homes in ways that are sacred and comfortable for you.

 
OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as you do with
our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  
Amen.  
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https://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/donations
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is truly right to give our thanks to God, and so we lift our voices:
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full,
full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen.

 
Let us join in the Easter feast!
 
PRAYER OF GRATITUDE
Life-giving God,
you have fed us with your word,
and our hearts burn within us.
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN   The Church of Christ, in Every Age   ELW 729
 
1    The church of Christ, in ev’ry age
      beset by change, but Spirit-led,
      must claim and test its heritage+
      and keep on rising from the dead.
 
2    Across the world, across the street,
      the victims of injustice cry
      for shelter and for bread to eat,
      and never live before they die.
 
3    Then let the servant church arise,
      a caring church that longs to be
      a partner in Christ’s sacrifice,
      and clothed in Christ’s humanity.
 
4    For he alone, whose blood was shed,
      can cure the fever in our blood,
      and teach us how to share our bread
      and feed the starving multitude.
 
5    We have no mission but to serve
      in full obedience to our Lord;
      to care for all, without reserve,
      and spread his liberating word.
 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
 
DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
    
POSTLUDE  Voluntary on “Signs and Wonders”,  Chris de Silva
A lively dancing arrangement of this hymn                              
 
 
 

Organist and pianist:  Don Jackson
Cantor:  Ian Faleer
 

CREDITS
*Liturgy adapted from Sundays and Seasons 2020, Copyright 2019 Augsburg Press and reprinted under annual license #SAS006688
Hymn text: Signs and Wonders, © 2005 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress., reprinted under annual license #SAS006688
Hymn text:  The Church of Christ  by Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under CCLI #1002271.
 


